Ty ;’_ ‘i - PR i

peclasified in Part - Sanitized py Aprove for Release 2012/028 : CA-RD800080A000013006§-

CcATioNy  RESIRICTED

CLASSIFI
TY INFORMATION
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT|

INFORMATIOM FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS  CD NO.

STAT

COUNTRY USSR DATE OF
INFORMATION 1939 - 1955

SUBJECT _‘Beonomdce - Construction materials .

HOW - . DATE DIST. & 7.‘\\18 1953
PUBLISHED Daily newspaper

WHERE
_PUBLISHED  Moscow NO. OF PAGES 2

DGBEISHED
P 18 May 1953 SUPPLEMENT TO

LANGUAGE  Russian ' REPORT NO.

OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THCMEANING OF TITLE (B, SECTIOAS 703
AND 764, OF THE V.3, CODE, A% AMENDID. ITS TRANSMISSION OB REVE.
LATION OF IT6 COMTENTS TO ON RECLIPT OV AN UNAUTHORIZTD PLNION 18
Leae Wy MEAPROD oN O Tx o 0 o

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE - Pravda.

SOVIET CONSTRUCTION MATERTALS INDUSTRY MAKES STRIDES,
BUT DOES NOT MEET EUILDING DEMANDS

According to P. Yudin, Minister of the Construction Materials Industry
USSR, the industry has heen making strides within recen® years but still has
not been able to keep pace with increased building demands.

v Production of a number of new building materials has been mastered,

particularly clearer and larger-sized polarized glass, ornamented glass,
glass blocks and plpes, larger-sized pressed stained glass, and radiators
for thin wall bui‘dings. The prcduction of wooden prefebricated houses has
been increasing considerably.

However, in a number of rayons the lack of building materials has been
holding up constructions. The cost of brick, tile, facing ceramics, and gyp-
sum products remains enormous, while the quality of brick, glass, slate, sani-
tary-technical products, and other materials remains inferior.

. Without exception, ell branches of the construction materials industry
could make more efficient use of their enormous available reserves. " However,
in & number of plants of the industry, the equipment is not utilized to full-
est capacity. Investigations have shown that the cement industry could in-
crease its output by 30-40 percent with miniaum effort.

Labor. productivity could be increased considerably by mechanizing the
working operations. However, in a number of enterprisee products are still
hauled within and between plant shops by wimechanized facilities. The opera- i
tions in the warehouses are performed by manusl labor. Quite frequently,
more workmen are employed in the servicing and subsidiary plant shops than
in the basic producing shops.

A number of plants have been permitting production to decline during
the first 10 deys of the mont® below the level of production of the last ‘
10 days of the previous month. Cement, brick, li. ., and ceramic, slate, and
sanitary~technical products are manufactured in spurts rather than in
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continuity. To ligidate the irregularity of operatione and to ~ssure that
the dally quotas will be fulfilled systematically, the enterpriscs will have
e the large lossee resulting from defective products and give the
pro:ects more building materials.  If the requirements of the popu-
":I.utlon are to be met; the -construction materials industry will have to in-
‘crease’ its output of 'building materials considerably.

: In 1953, [.3 conai.dera‘ble increase w111 be made in the manufactiure of &
‘mu.ter assortment ‘of high quality building matertals for sale to the public. -
- N ‘. Plante subordinate to'the Ministry of Construction Materials Industry USSR
- e S alone ‘will manufacture more than 1.5 billion rubles' worth of materisls for

: ¢ sale to the public. The pu.'blic vill have the opportunity tc purchase through
v " trading- organizaticns more than one third of the slate, 40 percent of the
window glass, and 25 percent of the soft roofing ma.terial manufactured. The
. agsortment of building materials put out imto the open market hus been ex-
panded. In addition to the basic building materials, the population can now
puchase cement, ceramic slabs ; asbestos-cement pipe, and various other build-
ing articles.

In 1453, the variety of building materfals is 1( times greater than that

of the prewar period. ' The industry is now faced with meeting the demends of

d builders for higher quality products and an even greater assortment of build-
; ing mterials.

H Capital investmente allocated during the new Five-Year Plan for recon-
K structing existing plants and erecting new plants witkin the industry pro-
K vide fo~ an expansive program three times greater than that in the Fourth

; Five-Year Plan. However, the builders erecting the indfustry's enterprises
B have been fulfilling their assigmnmert very slowly.

The construction materials industry has been lacking a considerable
amount of equipment and mechanisms. Despite this, their production by the
* machine building ministries is still not organized satisfactorily. It is im-
perative that the machine buiiding ministries not only design new machinery
{ fur the manufacture of building materials but increase its output as well
A a8 improve its quality.
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